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Carlops.



“ Willie o’ the Valley."



- “Willie o' the Valley.”

and more, the
vmof ps had no more
than “ Willie o’
. He was sturdy in ap-
arkably strong of voice,
Illd dialect. In-
ral,’ was far from

to him who
tion.  Generally
ch and action, in
terrible. Any
n he could at
over lt to -
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curious expression, 1 tow,” —meanin
I trow, and pronounced “I toe”’—thg
iteration of these words giving to hjig
talk a character peculiarly its own,

In the village shop, when ‘{veighing a
pound of sugar for Willie, Mrs Robert.-
son touched the filling scale with hep
thumb, as shopkeepers often do i
~ ascertain the state of the balance., Tm-
-mediately, Willie scented an attempt to
defraud him, and in his loudest tones
manded, *“ Tak’ 00’s soom aff a shooga!

: eat-a mi, I tow.” “I'mno’
. Willie; I'm only tryin’ the
Mrs Robertson, but Willie
cept the explanation. “ Ay,
mi, I tow,” he roared;
a mi; 00’s been a cheatin’
days. Qo’s a bad, cheatin’
but mi’ll never come back

w,” and with that he
the shop, to make (?al:lopﬂ
wild denunciations-

Jack of all Trades,
his acquirements
ng. At times he
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essayed a watch, his own, presumably ;
but as he invariably found a few wheels
over, after the mechanism was set up,
his success with what he called * wee
" ’nocks” was limited. But he managed
' clean and regulate clocks fairly well,
by the method of dissection, or
ing the works in soda, a plan
» he greatly favoured. Shortly
their advent, he got one of the
merican time-pieces to overhaul.
re was no indication of its return,
mer called to enquire about it.
; no’ gaun ?”. he asked. *No,”
Jillie; “um’s no’ gaun, 1 tow.
ras never made to gaed. Mill
o to tak’ um awa’, T tow; um’s
ar frae um's hame.” '
. G fa ke e v B

name was William Anderson, and

m at Deanfoot, Yarrow, in
. who was a shepherd,
s at Whithope, 25
—hence Willie's
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lived for some time with his step-
mother, but as he “ togk it into him’y
heid to get a hoose o’ him’s ain, T toy »
they separated. He acquired a cottage
__ %‘airslacks, for which he paid £93
eft him by his father, and thus became
a “bonnet laird.” All went well ]
came the time for paying the small tayx
evied on all proprietors. Willie raged
yally over this imposition, declaring
 “ wad raither sell him’s hoose, ag
‘awa’ siller for naething ava,” and it
ed the wit of his neighbours to

m see the justice of the cess.

-

1 hin ’s hoouse,” and this was

hus Bettlel;meant 1t1;d Carlops,
any years he rented a single
Izﬁngh the kindness of
| authorities of West Linton.

h, his landlady, and ever
G theseimpreﬂﬂlons
al a pearance :—She

never forget the
m ; it was ata Linton
f age at that tme
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(about 1850), and was dressed in a suit
of tweeds, his trousers short above his
.- ;aﬁlen—- him could never ’bide lang
~ breeks, I tow '—a black and white check
'__ ﬂtmg over his neck, with the ends
aging down in front (as in the photo-
1) and his low-crowned hat stuck on
ack of his head, exposing his brow.
buut the average height of men,
road across the shoulders, and
bodied otherwise ; regular, good
, rather pleasant though at the
ance you could tell there was’
g wanting. I looked at
atood over a stall of toys, when
oys came behind him and pooked
: e gave such ayell, just
and ran after the
If Igot a start when
othing to the fright
his ery, but now,
ngst us so long,
d to all his odd
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r was extremely disconcerting
::egeuninitiated. The sound ofghis
wrathful tones rang through the village
and the very sight of his blazing visage
might have made the stoutest quaj)
was he easily pacified; for, no
er who tried to put things straight,
ie just continued to roar out hig
oblivious alike to coaxing or
ent.  Usually, however, he was
quietly inclined, if not sociable;

e was “‘up in a lowe” at once, on
ightest breach of privilege.

nts were remarkable for
condition, and he was
of his original com-
‘a hint of blame,
- would he tolerate
his wild meander-
possibility be too
Poigia “ Printing’
of mottoes, texts,

3 favourites, 11
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tried to secure speclmens of those
daintily executed “ Picters,”—so Willie
termed them—as mementoes of a * char-
acter” whose productions were so
strangely at variance with the condi-

| er ey i

as my good fortune to get * far
ato Willie’s good graces, by the
et of ministering to this side of
'._fl'u I had duly praised
cters,” and, as his “ paints”
e, I gave him a box of good
lours, with an assortment cf
pencils, pens, and coloured
m delight was boundless,
, maf his friends for life.
'saw him I had to explain
moment of recog-
“with the remark,
weel oo’s been
r. Ay, 00’s been

B with Willie and
. Thinking, in
ches of Car-



12

lops scenery mi l.:ll: appeal to his artigy;
lops , I asked iml n to see ther. 1(]1:-

. wish I hadn’t, for never before nor
R - ince did art get such a reception. |
. %m up my chef-d'ewuvre saying, * What
~ do ye think of that, Willie ?” "y, ;¢
. ?” he asked, to which I replied
o you no’ ken Fairly Hope, map %
‘Fairly Ope!” he shouted, ‘‘aach, dgt
like it ava. Na, na, na, dat no’ like
rly Ope ava.” Then I tried him
arlops Mill, a bright sunset view
ed, would ‘bring him to
s the Mill, then, Willje :
 better, surely ?” said
have none of it. He
ut the picture away
yelled, “ Na, na, na!
I tQW; ,a_ﬂtv’ﬂ HO.,
sive laughter and
ity as bit by bit
1ts of my month’s
most alarmed,
m to the door-
sed _.Pn.bilﬁ
ay home ;
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looked at any artistic work except lis

- own, and that the art of the camera, as
~ of all the R.S.As who had painted
Jarlops, was held in scorn by this one
only craftsman. He could not shave
hout a mirror, but he shut lLis eyes
Il the time he was shaving. The
ggish averred that Willie shut hig
s whenever beauty confronted him,
ce his attitude to art, and his own

a good penman, and his
~_ which are carefully
:y reading. They
spects of his simple-
~and even of the

ee rlrhey are,
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all of you will enough yet I mind you and

~ James and Bell and Euphy and Margart and
Mary and you feather and Mother and 1
mind one cald Robert Dalgleish put and
spread butter on the Cheese and eat it and
efore all Lewinshope houses were
nd will enough them being brunt
‘Mcnday night dry Windy night it
. end o February or beginning o
em brunt down you and Yames
y Feather house and tell him house
his all raise up and put clease on
I run away to New Lewinshope
sand I go in Yohn fraters Bed
I was feared I tow. I run away
»mnat 4 penys and a farthing in it
‘that Farthing ay yet. Imindyou
s and Euphy and me and David
and of his go away to Yarrow
~old Lewinshope and Il mind David
blow a trunmpet at altimnies gain
vay to the school to Let me and
saw one cald Thomas

v Lang time before
m and me speak
nd him tell me
- America in the
ince I saw him
ames and bell
tell me you
Gather I wade

1 to gab a Lang
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" "
?lung all about America and Places on
| no ex ever will e:e\e e
arrow an

of you never
a again i -
.l;ddead Sinos 1 :ah: Life Great
e you wade not you before
another now now I no  could
11 5 feet 5 inches i IIser myself
38 thick round in Lenth an
about me m d 41
e & quarter lang and o bl o
round about and I think ! e
__;j_:a"- er be me wi ite to I'I'Iey-t}ll oy b
d yame 1s gain I writte ﬁmb -
s me is. one scholar raiseu bt
1d beat Mr Finlayson C B
gether and Finlayson | . Lt e
ool an 3 B e hgck im out from
gain and him no let bim by o
~_Finlayson tell me th & et inid
1l him me him name a.n!c‘ltl himself and
ame 18 now him have been g:fl ]lg i
bi lmi-'ﬁ him I wade like ral' 1(:'?]?
e _-’thl:t]ll: onle ga:ﬁe be and
a bad ill &
me gain me spea[l];??lzef
better gai ike i
gain me like it
s fever and him rail ill
no Live many years
B:Illmoll and himdwife
oolmaster 18
ade like rail will you
was first nane Sco
Cor little man the
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Scool you and me at is taken all down and
‘another bult at side Dueter Burn wee bit of
from ald one was and still another one will
; M up at near hand Yohn Reid smidy and

~ schoolmas they now Call him William
ell and that minister at yarrow now call him

Robert borland.  All the russell’s are

Villie was always ready for odd jobs
1y aort and proved himself a capable
mﬁmrthy messenger.
C fo]kﬁ declared that if he had a.
I t" he had a “ ha'e” of honesty and
hile he made himself
ens, they had such
mpted without
th of time and
rite job was the
which operation
 top, reaching
oot could make
, his invariable
the ““ lumheid,”
e from attack
batteries of
. Shouts of
, but for a
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!:ime they were quite unheeded. Their
iteration, however, gradually took effect
and " Willie would *oblige” with thg
desired response, his voice ringing over
the village, and re-echoing from Carlops
H “Dinna speyk a mi,” he woulq
demand, “00s no’ to speyk a mi, T tow.
Jos jist wantin’ a mi to fa’ doon an’ be
illed deia a'degidder, I tow. Dinng
eyk a mi! oos jist wantin’ a mi to be
ed deid oot o’ gaet.”

- a perfect horror of hear-
~He was working in
when some men came
ig. They did not
‘were up to, but
1 the yell of the
> cause. Putting
he rushed from
house, minus
ed himself in for
He was fond

poor soul
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clean out the stye at ten o’clock one

day, and at noon Mrs Veitch went to see
what progress he was making. She
found Willie calmly sitting on “ gussie
man’s ” back, cannily “ scartin’”’ him,

~ but with no work done. “ What in the
 world are ye daein’?” she asked—*‘ Juist
- gussie man’s back, and the
r touched ! Do ye no’ ken
it is?” *Deed no,” replied
1i no’ ken naeding ’boot a
mi no’ ken naeding "boot
old it was twelve o'clock
urprised, and said, “My!
e? Mi will work quick,
st, I tow; quick, quick,
h  thereafter, illie
hotel, crying * The
na bannet, I tow.
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and was an exemplary a 7
Linton Parish Ohlzll'crl):. tt%f e;ualfla}l‘ s
tack non-Church-goers vigorously wiz:;'i;
Come awa’ t’ e kirk, ye wicket sinfu’
f:ralte{. Bett?r for ’e never bﬂe;l born
an no' gang t' ‘e kirk, I tow.” Amop
his original compositions was a * Selg
non ” on the text, *“ Come unto Me,” &c. -
once, when Mrs Veitch asked Willie
d to die, he replied, “ Na
art to dee, I tow. Mill

¥ The *“ Sermon,”
or, 18 a remarkable
@‘ﬂg of quotation
the lengthy text
conclude :—

at Labour and are

n with sinand
risto work and
nd he will give
truely and
ou to himaalf
- and ask for-
better

esus Christ to dae wi -

e you rest. . .
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h you sins be as sclart they will be as
'ﬁfﬂﬁhfuugh they be like Crimsr?n your sins
them will be white like snow if you be willing
and obedient you will be happy and blesssd
For ever if you confess you sins to him he
will pardon you and make you happy if you
turn from them to Jesus Christ him will
wash you and make you clean belive in him

 and he will give you everlasting Life is pass
m death to Life eternal in the heavensand
not, come into no Condemnation what-
or beliveing on Jesus Christ him willin
Cast them out him will make them
llcome to Come to him for life if them
m can to please him if you take
viour and you safe refurge and
 place him will take you to himself
ood fight of faith and lay hold on
‘be strong in believing on Jesus
ong for heaven and death and
ou any ill no all its divels no
inst sin and satain and the
will be open to receive you
> world no ecare for world
aven things and have noth-
ir against the’
rld and live as Chiist
wa and it will be
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will E:.as away and a new heaven and earth
will made where in dwelleth in Righteous-

mess in glory and happyness.
WiLLIamM ANpERsOxN, Carlops.”

Another of Willie’s peculiarities was
- his rooted aversion to knock at any one’s
door. “’Deed no,” he would say, “mi
chap at nobody’s door, I tow.” ery
summer he walked to St Mary’s Loch,
‘bringing home with him, after each
irney, a plaidneuk full of stones, from
Loch whose size and wonders he
of describing. Speak to
iperior he would simply
say, “It's no” aloch
‘hauf sae big as St
St Mary’s Loch a
It be far bigger
no’ a loch ava.”.
and what

; bablﬁ mass

house was
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through the rubbish heaps i
side. " Kindly neighbours, 1y, Ler
Veitch, would at times “redd up” g
tangle, but in a week or two it became
as bad as before, and the ¢ .

» poor Willi
had to be removed to the Poor Hc:lml;g

at Peebles.

~ He did not stay long there, however -
“and nes  came to Carlops that Willje
: s bonds, and was on hig

ng. His abode had

arnished, most of its

Old trays,
made a cheerful
ned out en masse,
at the head of
g and happy as
nter with him
which well:'le
wa rah-.a, 1111,’:F €
1 like a eel.
o more, I tow.
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Na, na, um no’ try to wash-a mi. Mi no”

sink muckle o’ yon place, Itow. No
muckle to eat, I tow. Parrish

:% thin ; kail awfu thin tae, I tow.
Um a grand place for mak strong fouk
gilly, I tow.  Mi rael glad to get back
éar]opa. I tow. Mi ’bide no more i
 puir mans hnose I tow. Mi no’

muckle o’ it ava.”

B ;Hrs Veitch used to bother Wdhe
~ about taking a Wlfe “ When mi's
'w and clean mi’s rael guid-lookin’,”
Id say, and when in that mood
sht safely be bantered. A certain
d be named :—*“ Na, na ; her
[ '_’habelaher Tm.” A:)mther -
her ws mqkes mi no’

a, Na,;
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I said, ‘What's wrong with you thag
you don’t come to see me now 5 but not
a2 word would he speak. °
deaf? I asked, when he roared out,
‘No! Mi’s deaf nane, I tow, Bella
Veitch

- gane an’ mairrit the man she
likes an’ no’ mi, I tow.

_ Mi’s rael ill
‘boot it, T tow.” By and by T got him
coaxed into the hotel, gave him some-
to eat and drink, and got him
er : poor Willie !”

grew older, various infirmities
of him, strong body and weak

e, gradually failing. His

Rosewell Asylum was
ssary, and there he died
- years ago. His friends
orial over his grave in West
chyard. And so passed
e Valley” from the scene
lid not adorn, he certainly
d, possibly, enriched, for
to some, has never-se;emed
 his removal.  Specimens
g and * printing” are
those who knew this
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I uaintly original “ character »
i g-hose remarks and mann:;,sm???xf Ei
in memory and reminiscence whereger
Carlops habitues foregather. Willie
was really a harmless and genuine
“ patural,” with more ability and re-
source than most of his brothers in mis-
ortune, and with much about him and
his foibles that was attractive. His.
8 “Sang,” or “Poem "—a prose
really—reflects many of his
ristics, among which an inor-
otite was easily foremost.
se, it is an interesting and
ample of a feeble mind work-
the conditions that govern
3 of even the sanest. Willie
¢ shone among the intel-
his “ want.” Who shall

. hether he was fortunate or
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AMERICA WOoODS,
By WiLLian hmrznsom‘.

~ Let me wa throa Amerlca.
~ woods. let Me Sail ¢ rough seas in a

(2)
' ShlpmdBmtef&aﬁdGamI s
arrive There: Emwm:: house they put-

ns Li - “
npof;)dr aﬁ.&:sid lﬁ'ﬁm a Comfob- :
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(8)

in the Morning and to Take Kail angd
g ?& and Tatfes

(9
> Milk and Taties to Take in
of The day let me

(10) '
ip They (Tae, or Toe). And
Peace of ground They. to
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(15) :
Cabage, Greens, Inginoes (unmns) and Leekg
To eat,
And Have ornags (omnges} Apples ang Pearg
(16)
And Rasps ang Strawh

erys And Have
And Red An( Yallow anqg

Berries to eat and Makemu -
hings (dumphngs) And

(17)

wander Through Americs

induire.  Bonny Woods And
1erica.  (William Anderson

o this to Rodgers rigg, singer
24 .1885 )* _

(18) |
» Currants and tatties ©
greans and cherys.
(19)

ave a thrashind Mill
hing cron and barley

15 ake.
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) (20)
And Pease. And Beans And A
grinning Mill for grinning them,
(21)
To Meal To Bake Them Into Bread
To Eat And Live on Them And Have
some Sheep and Swine and Kine
and Let Me Have Candles and
a lamp to give a light to see in
at America and have carrates and

g (22)
~ have plum trees, let me have
~ different clowers (colours) flowers in at
. nm m - --B"‘!

eday this is America poem all
me now to the rodger Rigg




JBunuLid, S RIIIM

‘Bssl 5

g ot



