
Carlops Community Council
Thursday 30 October 2025, 8.00pm

In Carlops Village Centre and by video link

Present: 
Committee Members: Jim Eccleston, Kate Morss, Colin Hall, Guy Walters, Christina Geiger
Community (in person): Becky Gibby, Pete Roche, Mairi Nye, Jean Hunter, Jean Ritchie, Michael Pattison, 
Marty Lee, Anna Woolverton, Les Morss. (via Zoom): Patsy Campbell
In attendance: Viv Thompson (Councillor)
Apologies: Gary Beaumont (Police Scotland), James Spears, Hannah Walters

Minutes of previous meeting:  Minutes of previous meeting were distributed.  M Nye proposed they be 
accepted as a true record. G Walters seconded.

Matters arising: 
 Jim E referred to theft of a section of Pop-up Bob from a position opposite the CVC during the day.  Viv T 

reported more pop-up police figures to be supplied, also to be trialed near schools. 
 One bottle bank has been painted gray, but waiting to see whether paint will stick before attempting more; 

still waiting for the clothes recycling bin to be uplifted. 
 Drummond B queried SBC on use of poison on verges and was informed it is BEAR that manages growth 

on the verges in Carlops. 

Chairman’s report:
 Jim E apologized for the postponement of the previously scheduled CCC meeting; the next meeting will 

be Thursday 29 January 2026, putting meetings back on their regular schedule.

Secretary’s report:
 CCC has been given the rota for attendance of our regional councillors.
 Borders Buses has revised the X62 schedule to accommodate peak periods; check timetables.
 Notice of Road Expo Scotland, 26-27 Nov. at SEC Glasgow to explore Scotland’s Road Network plans on 

climate adaptation, EV charging to scale and infrastructure to tackle operational carbon.
 Expiry on 2 Dec. 2025 of paediatric defibrillator pads reported by Mary Clare M. CCC to check after this 

meeting.  B Gibby suggested Scottish Ambulance Service might replace pads.  CCC to approach the 
CVC and the church for a contribution.  (Post meeting note: Ambulance service do not recommend 
replacement)

 The community was contacted by Steven Core of Voltshare (installers of EV chargers) to raise awareness 
of Transport Scotland Grants for installation of EV chargers in rural areas.  Although charities/community 
groups can apply, talk between Kate M and Steven revealed Carlops would be ineligible given that we do 
not own the land on which cars would park (outside the village hall or the public car park).  It is unlikely 
there is the power capacity to support a mid-level charger and all work would have to be completed by 31 
March 2026.  Viv T stated that a BRC strategy for EV chargers is still in development. 

Treasurer’s report: 
 Application has been made for the annual grant to CCC.  Bank balance on 30th Oct: £491.83.
 Notice that bank fees will rise to £50/annum so we may need to look for another bank.

Police report:
 Some ASBO housing issues and reported theft from a house and a garage in West Linton
 Theft of half of Pop-up Bob from Carlops roadside during the day.
 Gary B advised there are now two officers covering this area; more may be possible in respect of speed 

checks, etc.  Gary will send Jim E a collated report on scams which have been circulating.

Roads:
 Transport Scotland have sent a map denoting the proposed re-positioning of speed signs so they are 

further from the village centre and more in line with the 20 mph signage.  Guy W to respond to Transport 
Scotland with the following comments: 
1. The sign currently on the village green to be placed up by the Old Toll House, ensuring clearance for 

future junction expansion at the exit from Mill Lane onto the A702.
2. Maintain one of the part time SID with 20mph roundel opposite Lynburn, but facing north toward the 

southbound traffic.
3. The other part time SID, by Braeside, would be better placed in the location of the existing SID 

adjacent to the bus stop with a 20mph roundel.



4. Move the proposed sign at ///snowy.ordeals.coookery further south and locate it back to back with the 
existing equestrian sign so as to reduce the amount of confusing signage at the southern entrance to 
the village.

Planning:
 The meeting was notified of Midlothian proposed £55million relief road A701/A702  at Straiton, Midlothian 

Planning reference 25/00521/DPP.  Objections/Comments must be made soon.

Project – the Well:
 Guy W reported work should be completed within the next few weeks. Flagstones are needed to replace 

the slabs at the foot of the well, and jointing work is still to be done.  Extra work has been required, 
currently within the funds raised. An emergent issue about legal fees charged to New Hall will be followed 
up by Guy. (Post meeting note: Our pro-bono lawyer agrees that we have no legal obligation to cover the 
sellers legal fees and that by purchasing the title we are relieving them of their statutory obligations and 
liabilities.)

 The meeting thanked Guy for the huge amount of work he has done on this project

Project – WLCCDT
 The West Linton and Carlops Community Development Trust has just received charitable status.
 The Trust is working on several local projects: 1) a local walking and cycling map of the area; 2) the West 

Linton play park (approx. £1000 has been raised for this project; further fund-raising to take place over 
the next year); 3) an affordable housing needs analysis by South of Scotland Community Housing to 
identify needs and opportunities for local affordable housing.

 WLCCDT is linking with three other communities to set up a company for purchase of shares in Cloich 
windfarm development from which revenue would be shared amongst the communities.  Carlops is not in 
the sightline of the windfarm, but would benefit as a member of WLCCDT. 

 WLCCDT wishes to recruit young new directors to join; interested parties contact Guy W.

AOB: 
 Marty L offered to source a Christmas tree but asked for confirmation about payment of approx. £200.  

CVC and the church will be asked for the contribution.
 Marty L reported on his initial survey of possible positioning of CCTV on the village hall, which would not 

yield good coverage in either the north or south facing area due to the hall being set back from the road.  
Additional problems were a possible need for planning permission and an issue with confidential access 
to the data, which would only be stored for a maximum of 30 days. Marty agreed to pursue details, 
including cost, and report back.

 Michael P asked why our north-bound bus shelter had not been painted. 
 Viv T advised that BRC will fully report on which council-owned buildings will be sold after considerable 

engagement with communities to understand their needs.  Our local councillors will also send a report on 
their own activities. 

 Michael P thanked all who contributed to his and Ashley’s wedding.  Colin H replied we owe them the 
thanks for a wonderful occasion. 

New Actions:
 Request the uplift of clothes recycling bin and painting of bus shelter (Viv T)
 Ask Drummond B about follow-up discussion with BEAR re. weed control (Viv T)
 Explore sources of funding for defibrillator pads (Guy W and Becky G)
 Apply for annual grant from BRC (Guy W)
 Reply to Transport Scotland with our proposals on repositioning signage (Guy W)
 Explore options for resolution of legal issues concerning well (Guy W)
 Ask CVC and the church for contribution to Christmas tree (Guy W, Anna W, Patsy C)
 Source more lights for the Christmas tree (Marty L)
 Submit audited accounts to SBC. (Action Guy W) 

Ongoing Actions:
 Contact community justice team about building planters at the end of the Summer (Guy W)
 Provide details of his new Smart Meter. (Jim E)
 Organise a pub night/quiz to raise additional funds (Jim E)

Date of next meeting: 8 pm, Thursday 29 January 2026 in CVC.


