
Carlops Community Council
Minutes

Thursday 28th Aug 2025, 8.00pm
In Carlops Village Centre and by video link

Present: 
Committee Members: Jim Eccleston, Kate Morss, Colin Hall, Georgie Jones, Guy Walters.
Community (in person): Becky Gibby, Pete Roche, Mhairi Nye, Jean Hunter, Peter Raine, Wendy 
Raine, Jean Ritchie.
Community (via Zoom):
In attendance: Drummond Begg (Councillor)
Apologies: Les Morss, Christina Gieger, Gary Beaumond (Police Scotland)

Minutes of previous meeting:  Minutes of previous meeting were read out. Kate Morss proposed 
they be accepted as a true record. P Roche seconded.

Chairman’s report:
 Drummond Begg brought pop-up Bob to the meeting. Jim Eccleston agreed to supervise him in 

Carlops.
 Attendees discussed the state of the bottle banks. Jim E reported SBC position that there is no 

other location for the bottle banks. Pete Roche reported that Tesco bottle bank has closed. 
Some of the attendees agreed to clean the area ahead of this weekend’s wedding.

 Jim Eccleston reported that Christina Gieger wishes to continue as a CCC officer.

Secretary’s report:
 Nothing to report

Treasurer’s report: 
 £50 spent on telephone box expenses.
 Current balance is £500.33
 Planned for FY26: money for planters. Proposed budget of £150.
 Planned for FY26replacement Christmas lights. Proposed budget of £200.
 Accounts will be sent to Tim Wilcock for auditing (Action: Guy)

Police report:
 Some statuary was stolen from one of the houses in the village.
 A rock was put through the back window of a car in the car park.

Roads:
G Walters has once again communicated to Transport Scotland on the location of the speed display 
signs.
Peter Raine raised a concern that the speed limit on the Kittleyknowe road is the National Speed Limit, 
60 mph. Discussion established that the speed limit is 20 mph. Various attendees including Mhairi Nye 
raised the idea of a “walkers and animals” warning sign.

Planning:
The development at Rutherford has been approved with conditions. Guy Walters gave a summary for 
those present.

Projects – the Well:
 G Walters reported that he has a promissory note which will deliver all the funds required for 

the work.
 Guy Walters asked for help with digging out the flag stones.
 Kate Morss advised that a total of £450 has been donated by the Friends Of The Pentlands 

both as individuals and as an organisation
 Jim Eccleston offered to organise a pub night/quiz to raise additional funds
 G Walters – getting the title transferred from Newhall to Carlops Village Centre.



 G Walters – Christina has an created an application to Historic Scotland to pay for the well 
restoration. This will allow the funds raised to date to be start the works.

Project – WLCCDT
 G Walters reported on progress at WLCCDT
 G Walters reported on Cloich Windfarm that EDF have to offer up 25% of the shares to local 

residents. This is addition to any funds that EDF will give.
 G Walters reported there is a Ceilidh in October to raise funds for the playpark in West Linton.

AOB: 
Poison used on the verges: Mhairi asked what the council use between kerb and path. Guy 
Walters suggest it is probably Glyphosate. Drummond Begg offered to investigate this.

Windfarms: Windfarm Sub-Group of the WLCCDT are meeting in West Linton Village Centre on 
15th September at 19:30pm 

Smart meters: Jim E reported his experience with an energy supplier. They installed a meter. It 
works. Attendees asked Jim to provide details of this working solution. Attendees reported multiple 
anecdotes around smart meters working, not working, and very poor customer service. Wendy Raine 
reported that after 3 new meters, and involving the Ombudsman, they have a working meter with 
Octopus.

New Actions:
 Message to Drummond Begg asking him to see if SBC will refrain from use of weedkiller on the 

verges in Carlops (Kate Morss)
 Provide details of his new Smart Meter which is installed deep in his house within the village and 

it works very well. (Jim Eccleston)
 Jim Eccleston offered to organise a pub night/quiz to raise additional funds (Jim Eccleston)
 Guy Walters advised that accounts will be sent to Tim Wilcock for auditing (Action: Guy)

Ongoing Actions:
 Contact community justice team about building planters at the end of the Summer (Guy Walters)
 Organise a trial of CCTV using temporary equipment (Marty Lee)

Date of next meeting: 8 pm, Thursday 30th October 2025 in CVC.


