
Carlops Community Council
Minutes

Thursday 25 January 2024, 8.00pm
In Carlops Church and by video link

Present: 
Committee Members: Jim Eccleston (Chair), Guy Walters (Treasurer), 
Kate Morss (Co-Secretary), Georgie Jones
Community: Peter Raine, Wendy Raine, Becky Gibby, Jean Ritchie 

In attendance: Viv Thomson (Councillor), Andrew Marsden (Friends of 
the Pentlands)

Apologies: Colin Hall, Les Morss

Matter arising from meeting of November 30, 2023:
Matters arising all covered in Standing Items.
Minutes were not available due to technical problems. It was agreed, 
when available, minutes would be circulated on-line ASAP for 
approval.

Standing Items:

Secretary’s report: 
Borders Budget Survey: CCC and residents encouraged to 
respond to survey via web link.
Transport Scotland: Agreed that 20mph zone in West Linton 
be permanent due to community concerns (even though 
assessment criteria not met). There will be no change to 
30mph zone however.

Treasurer’s Report:
Receipt of annual grant unconfirmed.  Fireworks and 
Christmas tree have been paid for (shared with CVC).  Church
offered to contribute and GW will contact church treasurer.

Police Report: 
November 2023: 1 incidence of theft by housebreaking in 
West Linton. Notable number of calls relating to mental 
health issues
December: 2023: 2 incidences of theft by housebreaking and 
1 of bicycle theft in West Linton.  Members of public 
requested to look out for premises possibly being used to 
grow cannabis.

Roads: 
20mph stickers for wheelie bins have been delivered and will 
be distributed to residents in main part of village.
GW: No response from Transport Scotland regarding 20mph 
zone in Carlops.
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JE: Many drivers not observing 20mph speed limit.
VT: Campaigning may be next step with villages co-
ordinating publicity to push the issue.  There is also available 
a ‘spy box’ which can record speeds, but not registration 
numbers.  Skirling may purchase a box which could be 
shared with other communities. 
GW: A speed-concern group could be linked to bus group for 
campaign purposes.  Volunteered to attend a meeting of 
speed-concern group involving reps from several villages.
VT: Potholes are serious problem but reporting to ‘Fix My 
Street’ (downloadable app) means they are likely to get 
repaired more quickly.  Fix My Street (FMS) may alert the 
council.
JE: Will circulate information about the FMS app to village 
Whats App group.

Planning:
KM: Wrote to all MSPs representing South of Scotland 
requesting support for our objections to Rutherford planning 
application.  Positive responses received from three MSPs, 
including Christine Grahame, who has lodged a formal letter 
of objection.
GW: Letter written to Advertising Standards Authority 
regarding transgressions of standards by the website 
‘Mythopia’, which is linked to plans for Rutherford 
development. Standards Authority replied to record the issue.

Projects:
 Phone box: Refurbishment is complete and it looks great. 

Future plans may include installing a phone charger. 
 Memorial well: GW reported it is possible Orcome Trust will 

seed-fund enough work to make the well safe, then we can 
try to raise sufficent money through crowd-funding to 
improve level of restoration. GW to write text for crowd-
fundiing initiative and to contact road depts re. work safety.

VT: Will ask Kenny Harrow whether any other sources of 
funding are available to help.

 Bus shelter: Community work party will repair the shelter 
when weather permits.  Materials are stored in village.

 Christmas tree: JE proposed we adopt a living tree rather 
than pay for a cut tree each year.  Pam Logan has a 6 ft tree 
in a pot which she is happy to donate.  The committee 
AGREED to progress with planting her tree about 6 ft away 
from the electrical source on the green. BG to ask 
Sustainable West Linton if they would give advice/help.  GW 
to help also.

AOB:
Smart meters: WR reported their smart meter still doesn’t 
communicate with Scottish Power (SP) although their 
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immediate neighbours’ meters do work.  BG’s smart meter 
doesn’t work either and a number of other residents have 
reported same problem. 
VT:Suggest asking SP to attend meeting of CCC.  She will 
contact David Knox (BBC reporter) to see if publicity might 
help.  
JE: Will design brief survey to assess how many meters do 
not function properly.  
EV charging points: WR suggested village consider 
installing EV charging point in the car park. There are still 
grants available for such installation.

Friends of the Pentlands: Adnrew Marsden, Chairman, The
Friends of the Pentlands (FoP) gave an overview of the work 
of the group in helping maintain the health of the Pentlands 
and developing the Pentland Way.  The two main points of his
talk were:
A. The possibility of linking the Pentland Way with the 
European walking route E2, which may stretch from France to
John-o-Groats.  The Pentland Way needs to be designated a 
‘core path’ to ease the linkage with other recognised paths.  
The committee AGREED that the Pentland Way be endorsed 
as a CORE PATH.
B.  FoP are now stewards of the 12-acre wildlife area at Paties
Hill and have been engaged in new hedging, tree beating, 
path restoration, creating meadows.  They are interested in 
helping restore suitable paths to the area for walkers.  
Andrew was asked about possible help to restore the path 
between Carlops and Paties Hill above the A702 as well a 
path from behind the mill.  KM to arrange a site visit with 
Andrew. 
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Date and Time of Next Meeting: 8pm, 28th March 2024.
Meeting will be held in Carlops Church and via Zoom – link on 
Carlops.net


