Newsletter - May '22

Welcome to our first newsletter as Greener Peebles!
Our new name was unanimously approved at a Special Members Meeting at the end of
March, and communicated to all at the end of April. We are excited about this
development; we believe the new name promotes our values and strengths – our
wonderful community garden, improving greenspace in the community, volunteering
benefits, and promoting environmental sustainability, to name a few!
While we transition, our online and contact information will remain the same until June
2022.
In June 2022 we will launch a new website and update our email accounts and social
media from “Peebles CAN” to “Greener Peebles”.
We would like to thank everyone for their positive and supportive reaction to the name
change, and we look forward to continuing to support our community by offering a
space to grow food, meet new people and get involved in fun, creative activities!

Let's hear it for...the kids!

We think our Grow Kids are superheroes. They
have been working their wellies off lately, and have
played a VERY important part in getting this year's
planting underway. Here are some of the jobs
they have helped us with in recent weeks:
Weeding a plot, shovelling compost onto it and
planting beans
Planting sweetcorn in the polytunnel
Tattie planting - a big thanks to Priorsford PS
for providing some of our seed potatoes
Fleecing the strawberry plants to help protect
the flowers from the cold night air
Planting peas, radishes and onions
Transporting our homemade compost to help
fill the raised bed in the polytunnel
Pulling up all the old kale from last year and
chopping it up for the compost

Recent Events
Willow Dome Skill Shares
The dome is a popular feature of the garden and
great fun for children. However it needed some
attention after the high winds earlier in the year, so
Heather harvested some willow from her own
garden and with the help from our ever willing
volunteers, gave it a new lease of life.
Easter Egg Treasure Hunt
Twenty children took part in our first Easter Hunt,
either hunting and collecting the treasures
needed to plant seeds, or following clues to find
the letters to unscramble and make a word. Our
thanks to Tesco for providing the mini egg prizes!

Community Meal and Young Plant Swap
Sharing plants is fun and free - thank you to everyone
who came along to the plant swap! This event and
the Treasure Hunt combined raised £114.70 towards
the Save Our Yurt campaign. Food Punks put on
another delicious spread, and the fantastic weather
topped it all off beautifully.
Bunting Skill Share
Our super sewers stopped sowing seeds for a
while, gathered together remnants of fabric, got
out their needles and thread and stitched up an
upcycled bunting storm in plenty time for the
Platinum Jubilee Cream Tea event in June!

Upcoming Events and Skill Shares
Wellbeing Skill Shares
As part of our new Growing Community Wellbeing project we have partnered with
Health in Mind to host 8 Skill Shares in the community garden over the two years of the
project. This year, they will be:
Friday 22 July 11-1: Sleep
Friday 29 July 11-1: Music
Friday 26 Aug 11-1: Conversations about mental health & stigma
Friday 16 Sept 11-1: Food & mood
There are spaces for 12 people on each session.
Storyboard Making Skill Share Friday 10th June 2-3pm
Join us to make wooden storyboards with pyrography for the garden as part of
Scotland's Year of Stories 2022.
Herbal Skill Share: Plantain Part II June - Date TBC
Summer Solstice / Midsummer Community Meal Date TBC
Beeswax Wraps Skill Share mid July - Date TBC
To book larger events such as community meals we will be using the online booking
system Eventbrite. To book your place on the Skill Shares please email
info@peeblescan.org (from June - info@greenerpeebles.org)
Volunteer Sessions update
Please note that we are no longer running a volunteer session on Monday afternoon.
Sessions will continue on Tuesday and Friday mornings, 10am-12noon.
If you would like to start volunteering in the garden please email info@peeblescan.org
(from June - info@greenerpeebles.org) and we will send you a volunteer welcome pack.

Supporting Greener Peebles
We are always hugely grateful for the support of our friends, families and members of the
public. Here are several ways in which you and your friends and family could support us:
Donate to our Save Our Yurt fundraising campaign: We are hugely grateful to Andy
Entwhistle who will be donning his boots and kilt again this year for the 'Mighty Stride'
Kiltwalk - 26 miles in Edinburgh on 18th September 2022 - to raise funds for this
campaign. Andy's target is £600, and the Kiltwalk is a fantastic event because funds
raised are topped up by 50% by the Sir Tom Hunter Foundation! To support, please
click here, and help us share the word!
Become a Member: Membership of Greener Peebles is free and entitles you to a vote
at the Annual General Meeting and any Special Members' Meetings. Please email
info@peeblescan.org to request a membership application form. Applications will
then be considered by the Board.
At this time of year we are looking for volunteers to bring on seeds and seedlings at
home. If you can spare some of your time, and space at home to grow plants for the
community garden please let us know. We will provide seed trays, compost and
seeds. You will care for the seedlings, and when the weather is warmer we will collect
them from you and get them planted snugly in the garden, for everyone to enjoy!
Thank you!
Contribute a recipe: In partnership with Outside the Box we are looking for recipes
that use common vegetables grown in Scottish gardens to make a book later this
year. Please email recipes to info@peeblescan.org - thank you!
Volunteer "blog posts": We are always keen to hear from our volunteers and would
like to feature volunteer blogs on our website to showcase our garden, and promote
to people who are thinking of getting involved. If you would like to write between
300-500 words on your volunteering experience in the Greener Peebles garden, we
would love to hear from you! Your blog will be featured on our website. It can
include a photo of you, or it can be completely anonymous. Please email
nichole@peeblescan.org if you are interested.

