Newsletter - April '22
Community Garden

Welcome, Spring - and let the sowing and planting begin! Peas, beans, onions, carrots,
kale, chard, cabbage, turnips - here we go! Occasional late frosts won't stop us now! The
first of the new fruit trees have been planted with help from Interest Link, and our
awesome volunteers have also been busy sowing seeds, hardening off young plants and
chitting potatoes for the garden at home. We thank all of the pupils from Kingsland PS
for all of their hard work - read more about their visits on page 5. Thanks also to
Priorsford PS for their donation of spare seed potatoes.
We welcome our new and existing plot holders and wish you well for your gardening
year ahead.
Sadly we have experienced increased vandalism recently with damage to the polytunnel,
large stones on the cage roof, tree stakes removed and young plants in pots thrown
about the garden. We are working with various partners to help resolve this, and our
new CCTV will soon be in action. We appeal to those causing the damage to stop - you
are very welcome in this community space, we just ask in return that you help us look
after it. For the vast majority of the people in our community who care about the
garden, please do continue doing this and enjoying everything it has to offer.

Recent Events
Kingsland Primary School
We had great fun with P1 and P4 classes
from Kingsland PS last month. The children
enjoyed getting stuck in with lots of garden
jobs including hedgerow planting, pea seed
and onion sets planting, and potato trench
digging and planting. We thank all pupils,
teachers and parent helpers for their hard
work and enthusiasm, and look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible in the
garden again soon to check on progress of
the plants!
Community Celebration Meal
On a warm and sunny Friday 18th March we celebrated the 2-year 'Road to Carbon
Reduction' project, funded by the Climate Challenge Fund, which came to a close at the
end of March. Fifty volunteers and their families and friends enjoyed a hearty venison
or vegan chilli meal and a herbal tea from the garden. This project saved 72tCO2e
(tonnes CO2 equivalent). Our carbon reduction journey will continue, for example with
upcycling Skill Shares, use of peat-free compost, and, of course, local food growing!

Other Upcoming Events
Jubilee Cream Tea Picnic
Friday 3rd June 12-1pm
We will be celebrating the Queen's Platinum Jubilee with a cream
tea in the garden after our volunteering session.
Look out for a link to Eventbrite in next month's newsletter to
book your place!

Growing Community Wellbeing Project
As part of this project, funded by the Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund, we will be
partnering with Health in Mind to host 8 Skill Shares in the garden over the two years of the project.
Examples of topics that will be covered are: Talking about mental health, sleep, and food/drink and
our mood. Dates and times will be advertised in our monthly newsletters, on our website and on
Facebook.

Supporting Peebles CAN
We are always hugely grateful for the support of our friends, families and members of the
public. Here are several ways in which you and your friends and family could support
Peebles CAN:
Donate to our Save Our Yurt fundraising campaign: We are hugely grateful to Andy
Entwhistle who will be donning his boots and kilt again this year for the 'Mighty Stride'
Kiltwalk - 26 miles in Edinburgh on 18th September 2022 - to raise funds for this
campaign. Andy's target is £800, and the Kiltwalk is a fantastic event because funds
raised are topped up by 50% by the Sir Tom Hunter Foundation! To support, please
click here, and help us share the word!
Contribute a recipe: In partnership with Outside the Box we are looking for recipes
that use common vegetables grown in Scottish gardens to make a book later this
year. Please email recipes to info@peeblescan.org - thank you!
Join us as a Trustee: We are looking for enthusiastic individuals to join our Board of
Trustees. We will have a vacancy for the role of Treasurer in November. Being on our
Board of Trustees is a brilliant way to support the development of our charity. Please
contact nichole@peeblescan.org for the Role Description or to find out more about
applying.
At this time of year we are looking for volunteers to bring on seeds and seedlings at
home. If you can spare some of your time, and space at home to grow plants for the
community garden please let us know. We will provide seed trays, compost and
seeds. You will care for the seedlings, and when the weather is warmer we will collect
them from you and get them planted snugly in the garden, for everyone to enjoy!
Thank you!
Volunteer "blog posts": We are always keen to hear from our volunteers and would
like to feature volunteer blogs on our website to showcase our garden, and promote
to people who are thinking of getting involved. If you would like to write between
300-500 words on your volunteering experience in the Peebles CAN garden, we
would love to hear from you! Your blog will be featured on our website. It can
include a photo of you, or it can be completely anonymous. Please email
nichole@peeblescan.org if you are interested.

